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LAUNCH OF THE FIRST EVER COMPREHENSIVE SAFETY MANUAL FOR SAFE SCHOOLS BY EARLY CHILDHOOD
ASSOCIATION- INDIA.

According to Maslow’s hierarchy of needs, safety is the second most important need of every human being after food and
water. Brain research has proven that children thrive best in environments that are brain friendly and not brain
antagonistic. Because the early years are the brain development years, it is important that children feel safe and secure in
the early childhood centers so as to nurture their brain development to its fullest.

The Early Childhood Association believes that the two important reasons for focusing on all round safety for young
children are-

1. When children are safe and secure their all round development is boosted. When children are unsafe or
insecure then their emotional development is negatively impacted which will in turn have a negative impact on
brain development.

Young children do not have an understanding of safe, dangerous, unsafe etc. and so the adults who take care
of them, teach them should take the ownership of their safety and security.

Because there are no guidelines, regulations, or checklists available for kindergartens (including anganwadis, balwadis,
créeches) and daycares, the Early Childhood Association in collaboration with many NGOs, associations and agencies has
complied this comprehensive manual on safety in schools-
S.A.F.E SCHOOLS- SAFETY ALWAYS FOR EVERYONE

Schools also need to be aware that safety is an integral right of every child and a punishable offence as per Central
Government Act- Section 336 in The Indian Penal Code - Act endangering life or personal safety of others. —Whoever
does any act so rashly or negligently as to endanger human life or the personal safety of others, shall be punished with
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three months, or with fine which may extend to two
hundred and fifty rupees, or with both.

This manual guides schools, créches, daycares on all safety aspects and gives them in depth pointers on the how and
why of ensuring safety at their premise. Many checklists have also been included so that the centers and center owners in
charge can include a self-check of safety parameters.

The safety manual is divided into broad areas of school and classroom safety, body safety, emotional safety, fire safety,
health and disease safety, monsoon safety, bus safety, accidents and emergencies and other unforeseen safety details.
There are links given to videos that the early childhood centers can refer to and posters that they can display to educate
children, staff, and parents, available for free download from www.eca-india.org

The Early Childhood Association would like safety to become an integral part of the investment and planning of all early
childhood centers and it has sent a copy of this manual to all the State Women and Child Development Ministries and
Police Commissioners. Children are our future. Let's keep our future safe and secure. Let us invest in their safety.

EARLY CHILDHOOD ASSOCIATION

CONTENTS OF THE SAFETY MANUAL- S.A.F.E SCHOOLS BY EARLY CHILDHOOD ASSOCIATION
Sr No Contents Page Nos
1 Introduction About Safety Manual
School And Class Room Safety:
e  First Aid Kit
General Safety
Furniture Safety
Electrical Safety
Guidelines For Ensuring A Safe Entry And Exit From And To School /Centre
School And Classroom Safety During Monsoon.
Administrative Procedure To Follow When Child Gets Hurt.
Administering First Aid:
To stop bleeding.
Fractures
Burns and scalds.
Handling fits
Sprains
e  Choking
Bus Safety:
e  Things required in the bus.
e Rules to follow while picking up and dropping the children.
Guidelines For School Buses By State Transport Authority Maharashtra.
Field Trips Safety
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Children’s Emotional Safety Guidelines:
e Emotional and physical safety of children through behavior
management guidelines.
How does knowledge of brain development help teachers in
creating non-threatening classrooms?
Should children be hit, pinched, slapped, spanked?
Some of the most common problems faced by teachers in the
classroom.
e Intervention strategies.
e  Controlling anger —guidelines for staff.
Fire Safety And Fire Drill Guidelines:
e Fire safety precautions and planning.
e  Fire extinguishers —types of extinguishers.
e Fire and electrical guidelines:
Hazard Identification
Emergency Evacuation in the building.
Body Safety And Safety Measures To Keep Children Safe From Sexual
Abuse:
e Some myths regarding child sexual abuse.
e Some laws and organizations you should be aware of, as they
get involved during a case of child sexual abuse.
Steps to take in case of a report of child sexual abuse.
It is important that the school does not support the suspect.
Understand the importance of reporting correctly.
All about good touch bad touch.
Why are kids easy target for sexual abuse.
Handling certain unusual sexual behavior in children.
Let touch never become trouble for any child — what school
and parents can do to ensure this for every child.
Health Safety And Disease Management Guidelines:
e In case a child develops high fever in school.
e Asthma attack
e 7 things you should know about HFMD- hand-foot-mouth —
disease.
In case of foreign object in the eye.
Foreign object when swallowed.
If a bee stings.
All about Ebola precautions.
Dengue precautions
Safety And Precautions During Power Failure
Handling Natural Disasters And Other Emergency Situations:
e Handling a flood.
Safety during earthquakes.
In case of a gas leak.
Safety guidelines for a bomb threat.
In case of a terrorist threat

19 Questions Children Ask About Terrorism

20 Some Posters To Use

21 Inputs & Advice From ECA Core Committee Team
22 References

FOR ORDERS OF THE SAFETY MANUAL WRITE TO US ON:ecaorg@yahoo.com
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